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Profile: Fred Scopinich Boat Builder
Editor’s note: As we continue our work for the Boat Builders and 
Boatyards Exhibit, scheduled for Summer 2013 at the Port Jefferson 
Village Center, we include another profile of one of the more famous 
boat builders on Long Island.

Walk down the Nautical Mile in Freeport and next to the Schooner 
restaurant is a large cavernous sheet metal structure filled with boats. 

By looking at it one might almost assume that it had always been used for 
storage. Yet this structure was once the home of the Scopinich family’s boat 
building business. However do a little digging and you’ll learn that Fred 
Scopinich and his family are still building and restoring classic wooden 
boats and modern fiberglass fishing boats at the Hampton Shipyard in East 
Quogue, carrying on a family tradition that began in the 1800s.

Fred Scopinich was born in 1927 in Freeport, the 3rd generation of a 
family of boat builders and the first generation in America. His father was 
born in Trieste who came to New York after a 21 day trans-Atlantic journey 
in 1922. He began working with his brother Mike immediately and was able 
to secure a Coast Guard contract. He eventually returned to Trieste to bring 
his wife to America. According to Fred “They had good accommodations.” 
Fred’s father continued the family business, and eventually founded Freeport 
Point Shipyard with his brother Mike, which manufactured boats until 1956 
when Fred and his brother Mario moved to East Quogue.

The Scopinich 
family built different 
t y p e s  o f  b o a t s 
including fishermen’s 
g a r v e y s ,  C o a s t 
Guard boats during 
prohibi t ion,  rum 
runners, and military 
boats during World 
War II and other 
conflicts.  “I grew 
up in the boatyard 
– every day I would 
watch what was going 
on. There was nothing 
else I wanted to see 

See Fred Scopinich on page 3

Jewish Immigration in 
Stories, Music and Songs
April 29 • East Meadow Library • 2pm

When many of us hear about Jewish immigration, 
we often think of the late 19th and early 20th 
century exodus of Jews who left Eastern Europe 

for a land of religious and political freedom.  Yet few of 
us are aware of Jews who came from Iraq and India, 
China and other south and east Asian nations that now 
call Long Island home. 

To learn more about these Jewish immigration 
experiences, and the traditions they brought with them, join 
us for an afternoon of stories, songs and music with Iraqi-
Indian musician and storyteller Rahel Musleah who resides 
in Port Washington, “Shanghai Ghetto” author Evelyn Pike 
Rubin, and Kapelye clarinetist Ken Maltz of Jericho.  You 
will be entertained with stories of trans-Atlantic and Pacific 
sailings, festival traditions of Yiddish communities, and 
how these artists and storytellers maintain their family 
traditions today.

And if you’re looking for more Jewish music, consider 
this event as well:

June 10: L’dor V’dor - From Generation to 
Generation, Temple Judea of Manhasset, 
333 Searingtown Rd., Manhasset

A concert featuring Cantors Ofer Barnoy, Rafi Frieder, 
Abbe Sher and the Ken Maltz Ensemble will take place 
on Sunday evening June 10th at 6:30 pm.  For ticket 
information please call the Temple office (516) 621-8049 
or visit www.temple-judea.com.

And you can also catch Evelyn Pike Rubin at the 
Brooklyn Queens Long Island Women’s League for 
Conservative Judaism’s presentation of, “Shanghai 
Ghetto,” at Shelter Rock Jewish Center, 272 Shelter Rock 
Road, Roslyn, with introduction and book signing by 
author Evelyn Pike Rubin, April 17, 2012, 7:00 PM.  For 
reservations and information, (516) 629-6246.  

This 40-foot rum runner was built by Fred 
Scopinich Sr. in 1931. Many baymen and 
Freeport residents moonlighted as rum runners 
during Prohibition. According to Fred Scopinich, 
Jr. the cockpit could be loaded with liquor.

http://www.temple-judea.com
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Bay House Book Signings

This spring we will be having several book signing events of 
On The Bay, so please come join us and get your new 2nd edition 
signed by director Nancy Solomon. The dates are:

April 2: Athena Club, Freeport Memorial Library, 144 Merrick Road, 
Freeport at 1 p.m.

April 5: Emma Clark Library, 120 Main Street, Setauket at 7 pm. 
(631) 941-4080.

May 16: Sachem Public Library, 150 Holbrook Road Holbrook at 
7pm. (631) 588-5024.

June 12: Massapequa Park Village Hall, Massapequa Road Runners 
Club, 151 Front Street, Massapequa Park at 8 pm.  

June 27: Bethpage Library. 47 Powell Ave, Bethpage at 7 pm. (516) 
931-3907.  

And if you cannot make it to one of these events, you can order 
the book online at www.longislandtraditions.org. 

Bay House Tours 2012

On Sundays July 22 and August 5, 2012 Long Island Traditions 
will sponsor its annual bay house tours in Freeport. Tours will 
take place at 10:30 am and 12:30 pm. The tour will include 

conversations with local bay house owners and will be hosted by folklorist 
Nancy Solomon, director of LI Traditions. The trip will visit area bay 
houses on the 1½ hour tour. The bay houses have a long history, dating 
from the mid-19th century when baymen harvested salt hay for the farmers 
during the winter. The bay houses provided shelter, along with storage for 
fishermen’s traps and duck decoys. They have been used by duck hunters 
and commercial fishermen, and have been passed down from generation 
to generation within many families. In the Town of Hempstead stand 
approximately 30 bay houses on island marshlands, originally built by 
fishermen and baymen that have been passed down from generation to 
generation.  Take a tour on a comfortable passenger boat for the 1½ 
hour trip to these historic houses. Each tour will visit two bay houses 
including the Depper, Seaman and Laudman bay houses.  The boat will 
also visit other bay houses. Come join us for this unique event.  

Tickets for the bay house tours are $45 for adults, $80/couple with 
a $5 discount for LI Traditions members. The tours are open to able 
bodied adults and children over 10 years old. No children under 10 are 
allowed. Space is limited. 2-ticket limit to all. LI Traditions members 
can order beginning April 11. Others must wait until May 1. For tickets 
call LI Traditions at (516) 767-8803.

The Deppert bay house on Meadow Island will be featured in the 
2012 bay house tour.

http://www.freeportlibrary.info/
http://www.emmaclark.org
http://www.longislandtraditions.org


Indian Dance Programs
April 28

Each of us is a jewel created in harmony with the five 
elements of nature: air, water, earth, fire and sky. Join Odissi 
and Kuchipudi dancers Mala Desai and Satya Pradeep on 

Saturday, April 28, 2012, 6 to 8 PM  at the Baruch Performing Arts 
Center in Manhattan for a very special evening. The production is 
a Bharatnatyam-Odissi-Kuchipudi dance techniques in synthesis, 
with new choreography by Mala and Satya presented in duets and 
solos from their traditional repertoires.

For tickets and information contact Mala Desai at 516-773-2894 
or e-mail malaodissi@gmail.com, satyapradeep12@gmail.com.  

Also, on Friday, June 29 Mala Desai and her students will 
be performing at Landmark on Main Street. The program begins 
at 7pm. Landmark on Main Street is located on Main Street in 
Port Washington.

except what the next day’s progress was going to be. I couldn’t wait 
to get out of school at 3 o’clock and go down to the yard to see what 
was accomplished.”

In the 1920s 
several traditional 
me thods  were 
used  t o  bu i l d 
boats including 
learning to steam 
the lumber used 
so that it could be 
bent and molded 
for the various 
parts of the boat. 
“We had the large 
steam boxes and 
we would put the 
lumber  in  and 

cook it for an hour or an hour and a half depending on the thickness. 
We bent the wood over a form and let that dry. And then we’d put it 
on the boat and continue building.” Like most boat builders, they used 
models to guide their work, dividing it into 10 sections. “You went 
from ¾ of an inch to 1 inch to a foot and then to full size.” By the time 
he graduated from high school Fred was ready. “I had been watching it 
since I was six years old.” Fred joined the Army during World War II 
and when he returned his father told him, the day after he came home, 
a Tuesday “I have a sailboat to build so you start tomorrow morning.” 
Because of his long connection to building Fred found the work easy.

Through his career Fred built military boats, ferry boats, police 
boats, cruisers, lifeguard boats and garveys. During WWII they had over 
70 men working, which tapered down to12 after the war ended. The 
family had two yards at this point – the Freeport Point Shipyard and the 
Nassau Boat Basin which was on the opposite side of Woodcleft Canal. 
When Fred’s father and uncle decided to sell the yard in 1956, Fred and 
his brother Mario bought the Hampton Shipyard in East Quogue, which 
was abandoned at the time. They began building 22-foot Scop Cruisers 
and later 28-foot wooden Columbia recreational fishing boat which slept 
four. “We began building one of those a week and continued for many 
years. They went from 28 to 30 to 32 feet, then 36, 40 to 42 feet. Some 
customers even wanted 65 foot boats.”  Most of their customers came 
from back in Freeport and other parts of western Long Island because 
there wasn’t much around East Quogue, according to Fred. “Most of 
our boats went to Freeport and Mystic, Connecticut.” They also built a 
65-foot ferry boat, the Fire Island Duchess.

One of the main differences between building for the military and 
individuals was that you did not have to meet military standards that were 
inspected. “You could use your own knowledge and improvise.”  Like other 
boat builders during the 1920s, Fred’s father and Uncle Mike built rum 
runners during Prohibition. Fred recalls one story he heard about this period.

“The boat Maureen, on its first night, took 5 crew members out 
of the inlet (Jones Inlet.)  They got out to the Coast Guard boat that 
was patrolling the inlet who stopped them and asked where they were 
going.  They told them they were going mackerel fishing.  As they said 
this two fellows on the boat jumped off the boat with pistols and held up 
the coast guardsmen. They stayed in the coast guard boat and the boat 
went out, got its load of rum, came back through, went in and unloaded.  

Irish Dance Classes & Programs

There are two excellent programs happening this spring in the 
Irish dance world.  Back by popular demand is our 2nd class 
series in traditional Irish ceili dancing with master teachers 

Kevin & Joan Westley, T.M.R.F.  Kevin has been teaching for 30 
years and is the only certified Céilí teacher in the New York City 
area. He has danced at Carnegie Recital Hall and is also the author 
of a handbook that is commonly used throughout the region. Types 
of dances will include the waltz, céilí dances, and country set 
dancing. All the classes will be taught by Kevin and Joan Westley. 
The programs are taking place at the Mineola Library from 11:30am 
– 1 pm and admission is free. Each 1½ hour class will begin at 
11:30 am and is suitable for ages 7 – 70. The program is free but 
space will be limited to the first 25 who reserve their space.  You 
can come to one class or to all of them. The dates are: Saturdays 
April 14, April 21, April 28 & May 5.

There will also be a performance by Kevin and Joan on May 5 
at 2:00 pm. The library is located at 195 Marcellus Road, Mineola. 
To register contact the library at (516) 746- 8488 x 2. Funding for 
this program is made possible by the NY State Council on the Arts.

Then on Saturday, May 19 join the Mulvihill Lynch School 
and other Irish stepdance schools on Long Island for their annual 
competition. It starts at 9am at the Walt Whitman High School located 
at 301 West Hills Road in Huntington Station and admission is free.

Afterward the Coast Guard sent a skiff out to pick up the two guys.  
However the two guys who held them up hid $200-300 dollars in 
the coast guard boat. They told the coast guardsmen “If you report 
us we’re reporting you that you took a bribe.”  

Today Fred, along with his son Fred A. and grandson Kevin, help 
local wooden boat owners maintain their craft, through restoration 
and maintenance, a never ending task for owners. They continue to 
work with customers who are dedicated to preserving wooden boat 
building traditions on projects large and small. They also continue 
to build the famed Columbia Cruisers. They have also preserved the 
historic Hampton shipyard.  The yard is located on Montauk Highway 
in East Quogue and also operates a marina.  

  

Fred Scopinich continued from page 1

The 32-foot Columbia with Mario Scopinich at he 
wheel. The boats are still manufactured today 
at the Hampton Shipyard.

mailto:malaodissi@gmail.com
mailto:satyapradeep12@gmail.com
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PLEASE NOTE: If you have a Long Island concert or program that focuses on some aspect of traditional culture, drop us a 
line and we’ll put it in our “Events of Interest” column.

Don’t forget to visit our web site and our Facebook page for timely information.
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April 15 - May 5: Irish Dance Classes (see accompanying article)

April 22:  Earth Day festival at Flushing Town Hall.  1-5 pm. 137-35 Northern Blvd., Flushing. Free 
admission.  Featuring demonstrations by baymen Tom Jefferies and Joey Scavone. For 
information call (718) 463-7700.

April 28:  Asian American Cultural Festival.  11am – 5 pm.  Farmingdale State College- Roosevelt 
Hall.  2350 Broadhollow Road.  Farmingdale.  Free admission.  For more information call 
(917)499 - 1100 or (631)754-6640 or visit www.aacfli.org.

April 29:  Jewish immigration program (see accompanying article.)  East Meadow Library,1886 Front 
Street, East Meadow.

May 19:  Long Island Irish Step Dance championships. Walt Whitman High School, 301 West Hills 
Road, Huntington Station. 9am – 5 pm.

July 14:  Walking Tour of Far Rockaway bungalows led by Nancy Solomon. 10:30 am. Sponsored 
by Historic Districts Council.  For information and registration call (212) 614-9107 or visit 
www.hdc.org. 

July 22 & August 5:  Bay House Tours (see accompanying article.)

July 31:  Dave Sear and Gathering Time. Clark Botanic Gardens, 193 I. U. Willets Rd. Albertson.  
Rain date August 2. Free admission. For information call (516) 484-2208.

August 25 - 26:  Scottish Games at Old Westbury Gardens. 71 Old Westbury Road Old Westbury. 
For information call (516) 286-9185 or visit www.liscots.org. 

http://www.aacfli.org
http://www.hdc.org
http://www.liscots.org

