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Ethnic Folk Arts Programs

The NY State Council on the Arts is supporting several 
upcoming ethnic folk arts programs that are free and open 
to families and adults.  

African American Quilting with Joan Hodges
Sunday March 6 at 2pm
East Meadow Library

• • •
Learn to Quilt with Joan Hodges

Saturdays March 12, 19, 26, April 2 & 9 
10 am – 12 pm

East Meadow Library
• • •

To register for the classes or the programs,
call (516) 794-2570 EXT 560 beginning on February 8th. 

All programs are free!

Joan Hodges of Hempstead is an accomplished fiber artist and 
quilter from Hempstead.  Joan Hodges was born in Brownsville, 
Brooklyn in the early 1940’s. Both of Joan’s parents came to New 
York during the “The Great Black Migration” that took place 
during 1920-60 to seek a better quality of life.  Joan attended P.S.67 
Elementary School in the Fort Greene section of Brooklyn, She 
remembers the difficulty black families had in finding good houses 
in the 1950’s. When Joan was 12 years old she first learned about 
segregation on a family trip to Virginia. The Hodges had to go to 
the “colored” section on a ferry. On this southern trip she met her 
older sister for the first time who lived in a small, unpainted cabin 
with no running water. She had been raised by her grandmother 
with no formal education.  

As a child Joan loved to draw and first showed her talent by 
cutting paper dolls from newspaper, coloring them with shoe polish. 
She would study pictures of dolls and say “I could do this”. She 
loved fabric and texture and thought “creativity is God’s gift”.  
As she grew, she began making doll clothes from small sample 
pieces of fabric and taught herself to sew.  Even though Joan was 
very creative, her parents wanted her to have a trade – something 
she could make money at. She went to Washington Irving High 
School in Manhattan and took courses in nursing. She didn’t last 

long in nursing school and got a job at a sewing factory where she 
collected fabric scraps for her doll making.

In the 1960’s Joan and her family moved to Long Island, 
where they bought a house in Lakeview. Joan went to college at 
the famous Fashion Institute of Technology in Manhattan in 1968. 
Even though Long Island was a lovely place to live, Joan once 
again saw racial feelings 
come up as some people 
fought to keep African 
Americans students out 
of Malverne schools and 
to keep minority students 
off buses. Ten years later 
these conflicts were 
finally worked out.

Joan makes several 
kinds of quilts – some 
are based on traditional 
patterns such as the Log 
Cabin and the Courthouse 
Steps which are part 
of traditional African 
American patterns, while 
others use contemporary 
themes that relate to 
African American history. Her work has been exhibited at area 
museums and libraries. 

 

Funding News

LI Traditions is proud to announce that it has received one 
of the coveted NYS Economic Development grants for the 
Arts, administered by the NY State Council on the Arts 

(NYSCA). The grant will support a number of programs including 
the Maritime Folk Arts in Education programs offered at local school 
districts, Boating with the Baymen tours, Bay House tours and an 
outdoor interpretive exhibit about the maritime traditions of the south 
shore estuary as part of the South Shore Blueway Trail. We thank our 
assemblywoman Michelle Schimel and state senator Jack Martins for 
their support of the arts and to all of our members (yes – you!). 
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Cabin Wheel Bear Paw: Quilter 
and fiber artist Joan Hodges will 
be teaching classes for beginners 
– advanced quilters at the East 
Meadow Library.  
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Klezmer Concert at East 
Meadow Library April 10 at 2pm

Kenahora will be performing traditional klezmer music just in 
time for Passover.  Who is Kenahora you may ask?  The group 
is composed of Ken Maltz, Pete Sokolow, Marty Confurius and 

Larry Eagle, all well-known veterans of the Klezmer scene in New York 
and around the world. Kenahora is composed of four musicians who 
have been pre-eminent in the world of klezmer music, bringing their 
unique brand of music to audiences far and wide. With collectively over 
one-hundred and fifty years of performing to their credit, the members 
of Kenahora are truly all-stars and mentors to both musicians and 
audiences alike.

New York Sportsfishing 
Federation Show
February 12–14, 2016 
Freeport Recreation Center, 133 E. Merrick Road
Freeport, NY

Join us at this annual event where you can learn all the latest 
news and trends of the coming fishing season. On hand are many 
knowledgeable folks who can share with you their tricks and tips 

on how to catch that big one. Learn what the latest regulations are for 
recreational fishermen, how to register for the NY fishing registry, and 
stop by our table in the lobby. Hours are Friday, February 12, from 2–6 
p.m.; Saturday, February 13, from 10 a.m.–6 p.m.; and Sunday, February 
14, 2015, from 10 a.m.–2 p.m.

Freeport Waters Trail Exhibit

The exhibit Freeport Waters is in production with two and possibly 
three installations planned for the summer/fall of 2016. They 
will focus on the Bay Houses, Rum Runners and Boat Builders. 

The final installation in the series 
will include Lore and Legends of 
the Mile. The project is designed 
by architect Paul Bentel and the 
graphic designer is Paul Orselli. 
Accompanying the installations will 
be videos that explore the topics 
featuring oral interviews and historic 
photographs. These will be on our 
youtube channel starting in the fall. 
The exhibit will be placed along 
various blocks on the Nautical Mile in 
Freeport. Stay tuned for details! The 
project is supported by the National 
Park Service in conjunction with the 
NY Office of Parks, Recreation and 
Historic Preservation, the NY State 
Council on the Arts and the National  
Endowment for the Arts, and the NY 
Council for the Humanities.
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Bill McCoy was a legendary 
rum runner who worked off of 
Jones Inlet. 



During the past 2 years LI Traditions has been documenting the 
changes to the bay house community after Superstorm Sandy, 
when over 30 bay houses were destroyed.  We’re glad to tell you 

that several have been rebuilt or are being rebuilt. Yet the journey has not 
been an easy one.  As many of you know, bay house owners generally 
live on or near the bay and suffered damage to their primary homes. 
Between waiting for insurance adjusters, submitting claims to FEMA, 
and trying to work with private contractors, most bay house owners had 
their hands full trying to negotiate the maze of agencies out there. As 
for the bay houses, some of you know that both the Town of Hempstead 
and the NY State Department of Environmental Conservation must 
approve the plans submitted by the bay house owners. While the Town 
is very helpful, the DEC can be very challenging. It is thus gratifying 
to see that progress is being made.  Here is one example of a success 
story: the Muller Family.

Larry & Mary Muller live in Freeport and have owned a bay house 
since the 1950s when Larry was born. Larry went killeying as a boy, 
using horseshoe crabs as bait to catch the killeys. They had a horseshoe 
pen where they could store the crabs until they used them, and returned 
the leftovers to the bay at the end of the season. “You only needed 
10 traps to get 60 quarts of killeys if the tide was running right back 
then.”  Like most baymen, Larry and his family made their own traps.  
They also went clamming, something Larry did until he was married, 
and continued to harvest mussels which had more monetary value 
than clams, using tongs. Unlike clams, baymen could harvest mussels 
during high and low tides because mussels were found in deeper water 
than clams. Today Larry works with his daughters Allison and Laura, 
running Island Seafood which buys fish from fishermen, primarily in 
New England and Eastern Long Island, shipping them worldwide.  
Allison started when she was young, writing up bills for his customers 
as they journeyed to New Bedford, MA and other ports of call. “They 
used to go with me for 18 hours to all these places.”  

In 2011, just before Superstorm Sandy struck, Allison returned 
to Long Island and began working for Island Seafood alongside her 
father.  Her sister Laura also works for the company. When Sandy struck 
Larry’s home was severely 
damaged and eventually 
he had to replace it with 
a new home. Fortunately 
they moved their company 
facilities before Sandy 
to an industrial park in 
Farmingdale and were safe. 
They were therefore able to 
assist their customers who 
were damaged. A year later 
they moved into their daughter Laura’s new home in Freeport while 
their own home was replaced with a new home.  

Prior to Sandy the Muller’s had invested more time and money in 
restoring their bay house, originally built in 1910 by George Arata.  Just 
days after Sandy, the Mullers remember that the bay “looked like a war 
zone – there were boats, propellers, junk and crap all over the place. You 
couldn’t go fast because you would hit something.” The first reports were 
that the bay house wasn’t there.  Larry went out and not seeing his or 
any other bay houses, said “that’s it, we’re done.”  However, as he was 
returning home, he made a turn and lo and behold “there’s my house, 
right up against the causeway. It was fully intact, all four walls, all the 

windows and all the doors, but the whole inside was ripped clean. 
So right away, we knew we were going to save it.” A year later they 
found someone, Chris Stebner who also owned a bay house, who 
could lift the house and return it to a safer spot. “He picked it up, 
put it on a barge, brought it over and put it in its’ place.”  

Traditionally the bay houses were built on mud sills, which 
rested on the marshland and allowed the owner to move their bay 
house when the marshland eroded. However in recent years the 
marshlands have eroded rapidly. As a result some bay house owners 
like the Mullers have decided to use pilings for their platforms. As 
Allison explains “with the poles, the house is sturdy and we won’t 
have to move it. We can’t make a boat slow down and the boats are 
getting bigger and bigger. I don’t think everyone knows the water 
and respects how it should be. We lost over 50 feet of marshland 
since the 1970s.”

Work remains for the Mullers. Although they put on a new 
roof and deck, they need to install a water tank for washing 
dishes and rinsing 
off after clamming or 
swimming. In addition 
the interior of the 
house needs walls, a 
bathroom and other 
essentials. They’ll be 
at the house because 
“ tha t ’s  where  we 
always are.” They still 
go clamming and fishing but for their personal use, rather than as 
commercial fishermen. Larry says “everybody likes to put their 
feet in the mud once in a while.”

Recent Interviews

Each year LI Traditions conducts ethnographic interviews 
of tradition bearers for our programs and to capture the 
traditional way of life for Long Islanders. During 2015 we 

conducted 22 recorded interviews that will become part of the LI 
Traditions’ collection at the Long Island Studies Institute at Hofstra 
University. These recordings can be listened to at the Institute, 
which is located in Axnin Library. No appointments are necessary 
but they can be reached at (516) 463-6411. You can also come to 
our offices with a prior appointment. 

The interviews of 2015 include:

Pete Clock
George Combs
Michael Combs
Bob Doxsee
Joe Gallinaro
Al Grover
John Hanc
Van Howell
Tom Jefferies
Cheryl & Hank Kahlke
Jay Lippert
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The Muller bay house survived Sandy but 
had to returned to its original location.  

Bill Marinaccio
Allison and Larry Muller
Frank Passalaqua
Al Pidherney
Joe Pignataro
Bob Porter
Bill Reed
David Sabatino
Jude Schanzer
Laura Smith
Joe Van Blerck

Rebuilding After Sandy
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PLEASE NOTE: If you have a Long Island concert or program that focuses on some aspect of traditional culture, drop 
us a line and we’ll put it in our “Events of Interest” column.

Don’t forget to visit our web site and our Facebook page for timely information.

February 12-14: NY Sportsfishing Federation Show. Freeport Recreation Center, 130 E. Merrick Road, Freeport.  

February 28: Designing, Building & Restoring Duckboats. Lecture by Steven Jay Sanford. 12:30 pm. LI Maritime 
Museum.  88 West Avenue, West Sayville. For info call (631) 447-8679.

March 6:  African American quilting by Joan Hodges. 2 pm. East Meadow Public Library. 1886 Front Street, 
East Meadow. (516) 794-2570 ext. 560 (see accompanying article).

March 19:  Bay House lecture by Nancy Solomon. 1 pm. Suffolk County Historical Society. 300 W. Main Street, 
Riverhead.  $5 admission. (631) 727-2881.

April 2:  NY Folklore Society conference. Crisis of Place: Preserving Folk & Vernacular Architecture in NY.  
Cooper Union, 30 Cooper Square, New York, NY. For information call 518.346.7008.

EVENTS OF INTEREST

Boating with the Baymen: 
Save the Date - June 12, 2016

Long Island Traditions is sponsoring another “Boating with 
the Baymen” tour on Sunday, June 12 at 2 pm aboard the 
Miss Freeport. Details will be coming but save the date.  All 

current LI Traditions members will be able to buy tickets beginning 
April 25. General tickets will go on sale May 2. 

From Shore to Shore Docks at 
Oyster Bay Historical Society 

Our travelling exhibit “From Shore to Shore: Boat Builders 
and Boatyards of Long Island and Westchester” will 
continue at the Oyster Bay Historical Society starting 

April 28 with an opening reception at 6pm. Upcoming programs 
in conjunction with this exhibit include a curator’s talk on Sunday, 
May 15 at 2pm by Nancy Solomon.  


